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Meyer Glitzenstein & Eubanks LLP 

 
 

4115 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Suite 210 
Washington, D.C.  20016 
Telephone (202) 588-5206 
Fax (202) 588-5049 
lmink@meyerglitz.com 

2601 S. Lemay Ave., #7-240 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 
Telephone (970) 703-6060 
Fax (202) 588-5049 
beubanks@meyerglitz.com 

 

 

October 15, 2018 

 

Tara Thissell 

Public Affairs Specialist 

Burns District 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

tthissell@blm.gov 

 

Jeff Rose 

District Manager 

Burns District Office 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

j1rose@blm.gov 

 

Re:  Request for Observation of Mare Sterilization Experiments 

 

Dear Ms. Thissell and Mr. Grant, 

 

 We are writing on behalf of the American Wild Horse Campaign (“AWHC”), the Cloud 

Foundation and Ginger Kathrens, the Animal Welfare Institute (“AWI”), and Carol Walker to 

request that the Bureau of Land Management (“BLM”) provide our clients with access to 

observe the agency’s upcoming experiments on ovariectomy via colpotomy in the Hines Corrals.  

We are submitting this request pursuant to instructions in the agency’s Environmental 

Assessment (“EA”) for the experiments, DOI-BLM-ORWA-B050-2018-0016-EA, as well as 

instructions posted on BLM’s website.  

 

 At the outset, we wish to reiterate that our clients strongly oppose these experiments, 

because ovariectomy via colpotomy is not a viable, humane, or socially acceptable tool for 

managing wild horse populations.  Similarly, and as you are likely aware from our clients’ 

comments on the BLM’s EA for these experiments and from the ongoing litigation regarding 

these experiments, see Kathrens et al. v. Zinke et al., No. 3:18-cv-01691 (D. Or.), our clients 

maintain that the starkly limited observation that BLM is providing for these experiments is not 

adequate under the United States Constitution, lacks any adequate foundation in logic, and 

thwarts any meaningful public oversight or accountability regarding the BLM’s inhumane 

treatment of the horses that will have to endure these experiments.  
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 Nevertheless, because BLM insists on proceeding with these experiments with only an 

inadequate level of public observation, our clients wish to avail themselves of this sharply 

limited opportunity for observation.  Accordingly, to ensure that our clients submit a request for 

observation in compliance with BLM’s instructions, we are writing to request that BLM reserve 

the positions for the following individuals to observe the experiments on the following dates: 

 

 On behalf of AWHC: one position, to be filled either by Dr. Robin Kelly or Brieanah 

Schwartz: November 5–9, 20181 

 On behalf of Ginger Kathrens, The Cloud Foundation: one position, to be filled by Dr. 

Lisa Jacobson: November 5–8, 2018 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We request that you respond to this letter by 

no later than October 19, 2018, as the individuals listed above will need to make plans to travel 

to the Hines Corrals.  

 

Sincerely,  

Nick Lawton 

Meyer Glitzenstein & Eubanks LLP 

4115 Wisconsin Ave. NW Ste. 210 

Washington, DC 20016 

(202) 588-5206 

nlawton@meyerglitz.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

1 Whether Dr. Kelly or Ms. Schwartz attends on behalf of AWHC will depend on their respective professional 

schedules.  
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