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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF OREGON 
PORTLAND DIVISION 

GINGER KATHRENS, et aI.,) 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

RYAN ZINKE, et aI. , 

Defendants. 

) 

) 

) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 

) 

Case No. 18-01691 

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF HOPE MCKALIP, D.V.M. 

1. I am writing this declaration in response to the Bureau of Land Management's ("BLM") 

characterization of my previous comments, which have taken my comments out of 

context and skewed them in a way that is contrary to my intended meaning. 

2. In my first Declaration, I spoke to the dangers of handling animals that are not used to 

being handled in stocks. I intended these comments to address the simple fact that the 

BLM must ensure that all of its employees are trained and experienced in handling wild 

horses humanely. It can be dangerous for individuals who are inexperienced or untrained 

to directly handle such animals. Therefore, in order to keep both the mares and the BLM 

staff safe, I noted that all the agency employees must be trained and have adequate 

experience. 

3. All individuals allowed in the surgical space should ideally be trained veterinary 

professionals. Plaintiffs provided the declarations of four equine veterinarians that each 
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have the requisite experience and training to be among those that the agency should allow 

to observe from within the surgical space. Because trained veterinary professionals know 

how to handle themselves in a surgical space, particularly given experience with handling 

wild horses or other animals with limited human exposure, these veterinarians will know 

how to behave appropriately and will conduct themselves accordingly. A single trained, 

veterinarian observing from within the surgical space will not present any danger to 

herself, the agency staff, or the mare, whether during the movement of the animals into 

the chute, the surgery itself, or the movement of the animals after surgery into a recovery 

pen. It is my professional opinion that such an individual will only benefit the study 

because this individual will be able to provide independent welfare observations that are 

so sorely needed. There is no logical reason for the agency to claim that one independent, 

equine veterinarian will somehow be in the way, cause a disturbance, or create a 

dangerous environment for the agency staff or the mare. 

4. In order to provide the public with a chance for meaningful observation, the BLM must 

allow for a qualified, independent veterinarian to observe from within the room where the 

procedures will take place. Only then will the individual be able to sufficiently assess the 

procedure's effects on the mares and document those effects in order to best educate the 

public. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1746, I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United 

States, that to the best of my knowledge the foregoing is true and correct . 

. 7/yu !ilL k4r ~ 
Hope McKalip, D.V.M. 

2 

Case 3:18-cv-01691-MO    Document 14-3    Filed 10/26/18    Page 3 of 3


